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	introduction
	As a result of following our Key Stage 3 curriculum over the last three years, you will have acquired a broad range of knowledge and skills which will serve you well as a GCSE student. Up until now, all the subjects you have followed have been chosen for you.
	However, we are now asking you to begin streamlining and specialising your curriculum, making some decisions about your future. This is a real opportunity to personalise your curriculum appropriately to you. Some subjects you select may be ones you have taken before, but there is also an opportunity to learn new subjects.
	All students at  Oakgrove will take:
	Choosing your Key Stage 4 options is an important step, so it’s worth taking the time to think carefully and seek advice before making your decisions. You may already know what you want to do in the future and your choices can reflect that, but don’t worry if you aren’t sure. Instead, focus on subjects you enjoy and feel motivated by, and those where the style of assessment plays to your strengths. A balanced set of options can help you show a wide range of skills and interests: for example, studying a language can be highly valued by universities and employers, while an arts or creative subject allows you to develop imagination and originality. Above all, choose courses that will help you stay engaged, confident and successful over the next two years.
	Make the most of the opportunities available to you in the next few weeks to ensure you make the right decision. Think carefully about your option choices and take the time to talk with your family and your teachers about your potential decisions.
	You will select your options through the SIMS Student App. You will need to link your Google account to the app.  You will be given time to register for your account during one of your Computing lessons, following the instructions which will also be emailed to all students.


	key dates
	Year 9 Options Process – Spring 2026
	wed 14th January
	Launch of Options to students during Year 9 Assembly

	wed 28th january
	Taster Assembly 1

	Thur 29th january
	Year 9 Options Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm

	WED 4th February
	Taster Assembly 2

	wed 4th march
	Taster Assembly 3

	thur 5th March
	Year 9 Parents’ Evening (X) online

	wed 11th March
	Taster Assembly 4

	thur 12th March
	Year 9 Parents’ Evening (Y) online

	mon 16th March
	Options Online Opens at 9am for applications

	tue 24th March
	DEADLINE for  Completing Options Online



	points to consider
	TRIPLE SCIENCE
	COMPUTER SCIENCE
	KEEP IT BROAD
	THINK AHEAD
	DON’T BE HASTY!
	FORBIDDEN COMBINATIONS

	option choices
	When choosing your options you will have the following choices:
	Humanities OPTION:
	OPEN CHOICE:
	History or Geography
	You will need to choose three subjects from those listed below. Be aware that some subjects have entry requirements and some subjects cannot be chosen together.
	Art, Craft & Design (Art) Art, Craft & Design (Textiles) Business Child Development*  Computer Science+ Creative Design Technology*  Drama  Film Studies Food Preparation & Nutrition French Geography
	History Media Studies Music Music Technology* Photography Religious Studies Sociology Spanish Sport Studies*  Triple Science#  Vocational ICT*
	Students may not pick Computer Science and Vocational ICT
	Students may not pick Art, Craft & Design Art and Textiles
	Students may not pick Film Studies and Media Studies
	Students may not pick Music and Music Technology



	important notes
	TIMETABLING
	RESERVE CHOICES
	THE COURSE MUST BE VIABLE
	DFE COURSE APPROVAL
	OVERSUBSCRIBED COURSES
	“NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS”
	DO NOT MISS THE DEADLINE!!

	English language
	AQA 8700
	Grade 9-4
	(2025)
	Assessment


	I really feel that my vocabulary and imagination has improved substantially
	Where could this subject take you?


	English literature
	We had a really fantastic working environment in my class, we all worked together, guided by our teacher.
	assessment
	AQA 8702
	Grade 9-4
	(2025)
	Extra-Curricular
	Key employability skills



	OCR J560

	mathematics
	What will i learn?
	During this course, students will study topics including:
	Number
	Algebra
	Ratio and proportion
	Geometry
	Statistics
	Probability
	All students will study GCSE Mathematics. Candidates are entered at one of two tiers: Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) or Higher Tier (grades 4-9). Students build on their Key Stage 3 studies, applying mathematical techniques in a variety of contexts. They are encouraged to make links between topics and recognise the importance of mathematics in daily life. High ability students will be given the opportunity to study AQA Level 2 Further Mathematics alongside their study of the GCSE. This will be explained to eligible students at the start of Year 10.

	Grade 9-4 (2025)

	Essential equipment
	All students are expected to have their own scientific calculator for use at home and in class. Geometric instruments, such as a compass and protractor, are also needed for parts of the course.

	assessment
	The course will be assessed by three 90 minute written exams at the end of the course. Papers 1 and 3 are calculator papers and paper 2 is a non-calculator paper. Each paper is worth a third of the final grade.

	Where could this subject take you?
	Skills:
	Engineer
	Architect
	Data scientist
	Accountant
	Market research
	Statistician
	Financial analyst

	(Triple Science, Combined Science Trilogy, Combined Science Synergy)
	Science overview
	There are three possible pathways for students starting a Science course in Year 10 to enable students of all abilities and all aspirations to realise their potential.
	Combined Science Synergy. This course is aimed at students in lower sets and is worth two GCSEs.


	Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to ke known.
	Combined Science Trilogy. This again results in two GCSE qualifications, but involves more depth in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
	Triple Science. Aimed at higher attaining students. These students take separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics over the two years and achieve three GCSEs at the end of Year 11.  (Entry requirement - 4p (70%) average for Year 9 Science)
	Where could this subject take you?
	Architect
	Environmental science
	Engineering
	Forensic science
	Law
	Medicine
	Veterinary science
	Web developer
	Food science
	Nursing
	Research scientist
	Dentistry
	Motorsport engineering
	Teaching
	Uniform services
	App or games developer

	AQA 8464
	(Trilogy or Synergy)


	Combined Science
	Students completing a Combined Science course will receive 2 GCSEs in Combined Science. You will be able to undertake further study at A-Level and continue onto university or employment.

	Combined Science Trilogy
	Biology
	What you’ll  learn

	chemistry
	physics
	assessment
	Paper 1: Biology 1, topics 1-4 (70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE – 1 hour 15 minutes)
	Paper 2: Biology 2, topics 5-7 (70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE – 1 hour 15 minutes)
	Paper 3: Chemistry 1, topics 8-12 (70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE – 1 hour 15 minutes)
	Paper 4: Chemistry 2, topics 13-17 (70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE – 1 hour 15 minutes)
	Paper 5: Physics 1, topics 19, 21, 23 and 24 (70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE – 1 hour 15 minutes)
	Paper 6: Physics 2, topics 18, 20 and 22 (70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE – 1 hour 15 minutes)


	AQA 8465

	Combined Science synergy
	The primary objective of this specification is to interest and engage candidates in science. This is achieved by:
	• identifying activities and experiences which will excite their interest and linking these scientific ideas and their implications for society • providing opportunities to develop science explanations and theories
	assessment
	What will i learn?
	Paper 1: Topics 1-4 (100 marks - 25% of GCSE – 1hour 45 minutes)
	Paper 2: Topics 1-4 (100 marks - 25% of GCSE – 1hour 45 minutes)
	Paper 3: Topics 5-8 (100 marks - 25% of GCSE – 1hour 45 minutes)
	Paper 4: Topics 5-8 (100 marks - 25% of GCSE – 1hour 45 minutes)


	biology
	(Triple Science)
	AQA 8461
	This course is both interesting and engaging for students who enjoy learning how the body works and how we as humans interact with the living world around us.
	1. Cell biology 2. Organisation 3. Infection and response 4. Bioenergetics 5. Homeostasis and response 6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 7. Ecology
	What will i learn?



	It was really interesting to learn about the different processes of the body that I hadn’t considered before
	assessment
	This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all of their exams at the end of Year 11.

	Key employability skills

	chemistry
	(Triple Science)
	AQA 8462
	What will i learn?
	assessment

	I really enjoyed the organic chemistry part of the course and a real highlight was the flame tests
	Key employability skills
	Complex problem solving
	Attention to detail
	Decision making
	Data analysis
	Numerical skills
	Teamwork



	physics
	(Triple Science)
	AQA 8463
	1. Forces 2. Energy 3. Waves 4. Electricity 5. Magnetism and electromagnetism 6. Particle model of matter 7. Atomic structure 8. Space physics
	What will i learn?

	assessment

	My teacher really went the extra mile to help me to understand. I got a grade 9 and I really appreciate their effort.
	Key employability skills


	ART, CRAFT & DESIGN (ART)
	There is an emphasis on drawing, capturing images  and on understanding and applying the design process.  Students are encouraged to engage with the creative and cultural industries, and the content offered is broad and flexible, allowing students to pursue a range of creative pathways.  Each student is required to work in at least two of the areas listed below. They may explore overlapping and combinations of areas.
	Eduqas  C650
	Key employability skills

	What will i learn?
	assessment
	There will be opportunities to visit galleries, museums and have residentials, both national and international, when available.


	12%
	Where could this subject take you?
	Creativity is intelligence having fun!
	Eduqas  C650


	ART, CRAFT & DESIGN (Textiles)
	Key employability skills
	Creativity
	Problem solving
	Refining ideas
	Research
	Attention to detail

	What will i learn?
	Textiles   This title is defined as the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched or printed fabrics and involves an understanding of fibres, yarns and fabrics. Students undertaking the textile design title are required to demonstrate the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the introduction to traditional and modern.
	assessment
	Coursework - Two units of coursework, worth 60% of the final marks.
	The Controlled Test - lasting 10 hours, worth 40% of the final marks.


	Fashion is life-enhancing, and I think it's a lovely, generous thing to do for other people.
	Fashion is the largest of the UK's creative industries, contributing around £60 billion per year to the economy and employing 1.3 million people (Jun 2024).
	Where could this subject take you?
	There will be opportunities to visit galleries, museums and have residentials, both national and international, when available.
	Fashion designer
	Costume designer
	Garment technologist
	Textiles production manager
	Textile dyeing technician
	Textile teacher lecture
	Textile conservation
	Interior designer
	Visual window designer


	Edexcel 1BS0


	Business
	Key employability skills
	This course will introduce students to the world of small businesses and will focus on the skills and attributes needed to be a successful entrepreneur. Students will find out how to develop an idea and spot an opportunity, and turn that into a successful business. Students will also understand how to make a business effective and manage money and that the external environment, for example government actions, will impact upon a business.

	What will i learn?
	Theme 1:  Introduction to Small Business   Enterprise, business objectives, sources of finance, types of costs, marketing, etc.
	Theme 2:  Building a Business   Challenges of developing a small firm into a medium sized company. - marketing, finance, personnel, production and the external business environment.
	assessment
	5.5 million

	99%
	3/5
	Where could this subject take you?

	Comfortable and easy are short term friends but long term enemies. If you’re looking for growth, choose the challenge.

	child development
	Cambridge Nationals J809
	This course focuses on the development of a child from conception to the age of five. Students will be encouraged to recognise the importance of a stimulating and caring environment for young children and gain an understanding of their needs within the family and the community.
	assessment
	Written Paper -  Health and well-being for child development
	1 hr 15 mins
	40%
	70 marks
	Centre assessed Practical task 1 - Creating a safe environment and understanding the nutritional needs of children from birth to five years
	30%
	60 marks
	Centre assessed Practical task 2 - Understand the development of a child from one to five years
	30%
	60 marks
	What will i learn?


	Where could this subject take you?

	Key emloyability skills

	Computer science
	OCR J277
	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Paper 1
	Paper 2

	“Artificial Intelligence, IT and Computer Science Are The Most Valued Degrees in 2023.”
	Where could this subject take you?


	Learning about how to code and how to understand the ways computers work as computers are an essential part of our future with how technology is rapidly advancing.
	NCFE V Cert Level 1/2


	Creative design technology (DT)
	Projects include
	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Non Exam Assessment
	60%
	16 hours
	Internally marked and externally moderated

	Exam assessment
	40%
	1 hour 30 minutes
	Externally marked
	Key employability skills

	Design is a formal response to a strategic question

	Drama
	Eduqas C690
	The course allows students to approach tasks as performers, directors and designers. They will have the opportunity to create their own work, as well as explore and perform in plays written by others. Students will gain an understanding of the social, cultural and historical contexts, including the theatrical conventions of the period in which they were performed. The course has a mix of practical and written tasks that will involve sharing and performing in front of others. Being willing to perform before others is a crucial requirement of the course.
	What does the course involve?
	Creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre
	Study and performance of two key extracts from one scripted performance text chosen by the centre. Following a thorough screening process, students may opt to participate in performance support instead, in terms of sound, lighting, costume or set design
	A practical exploration of a set text from the point of view of the actor, director and designer
	A visit to the theatre and evaluation of a chosen performance

	assessment
	Component 1 is the coursework for GCSE Drama and is worth 40% of the final grade.
	Component 2 is the practical exam, worth 20% of the final grade; this is performance-based, either as an actor or designer.
	Component 3 is the written exam, worth 40% of the final grade; the exam lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes, in which students answer questions on their set text and complete a Live Theatre Evaluation.

	Where could this subject take you?
	Psychology
	Business Management
	Accounting
	Creative Writing
	Drama
	Teaching
	Film Production
	Marketing
	Journalism
	Nursing


	It’s in Apple’s DNA that technology alone is not enough - it is technology married with liberal arts, married with the humanities that yields us the results that make our heart sing
	Key employability skills
	Collaboration
	Confidence
	Cooperation
	Consideration
	Creativity


	Eduqas C670

	film studies
	Film Studies GCSE introduces students to a world of great cinema. Students will learn about the history of film technology - from the birth of the moving images through to CGI and streaming services. This course encourages creative thought but also an analytical eye.
	What will i learn?
	Year 10
	Year 11

	assessment
	Component 1: Key Development in US Film
	Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style
	Component 3: Production

	New film studios being built in the south of england
	sq ft of studio space, hotels, restaurants and VIP centre
	1.75 million
	£242 million
	will be brought to the region


	3800
	new jobs will be created
	Where could this subject take you?
	Key employability skills
	Creativity
	Research skills
	Technical understanding
	Time management
	Visual literacy
	Eduqas C560
	Food preparation and nutrition
	IMPORTANT
	assessment
	What will i learn?




	6%
	10%

	5%
	1/3
	of businesses in the UK are in the hospitality sector
	of jobs in the UK
	of GDP in the UK
	people employed in hospitality
	people work in hospitality in their lifetime
	A poll of 500 employers found that languages came second only to IT in a list of desirable skills for job candidates.
	AQA 8652


	french
	The emphasis is on successful communication and comprehension, and this qualification will enable students to develop their French language skills to their full potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with confidence. Developing cultural knowledge alongside language skills.
	Theme 1: People and lifestyle
	Theme 2: Popular culture
	Theme 3: Communication and the world around us
	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Where could this subject take you?
	Key employability skills
	If you talk to a man in a language he understands , that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart.
	AQA  8035


	Geography
	Topic list:
	Natural Hazards
	Ecosystem, rainforests & deserts
	UK Physical Landscapes
	Urban Landscapes
	Changing Economic World
	Resource Management
	Fieldwork skills
	assessment
	What will i learn?
	Where could this subject take you?


	I really enjoyed learning about tectonics, volcanoes and geohazards.
	Key employability skills

	Edexcel 1H10

	History
	Students will develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of key events, periods and societies in local, British and wider world history. You will not just learn what happened but also how to study the past; enabling you to engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers.
	Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000 – present
	Early Elizabethan England 1558-88
	Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91
	The USA, 1954-75; conflict at home and abroad

	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment
	1 hour and 15 minutes
	30% of the qualification

	Paper 2: Period study and British depth study
	1 hour and 45 minutes
	40% of the qualification

	Paper 3: Modern depth Study
	1 hour and 20 minutes
	30% of the qualification


	Course highlight
	Where could this subject take you?
	Barrister
	Journalist
	Project management
	Museum curator
	Media researcher
	Politician
	Teacher
	Archivist
	Trip to Berlin to see key historic sites such as:
	The Berlin Wall
	Palace of Tears
	Stasi Prison
	Cold War Museum
	Cecilienhof Palace
	Checkpoint Charlie



	Key employability skills
	Reasoning
	Communication
	Written English
	Analysis
	Communication
	Research


	media studies
	Eduquas C680QS
	The media industry continues to thrive in the UK and media literacy has become increasingly important for students - particularly with regards to a number of career paths and options. This GCSE will provide students with a sound understanding of a range of media industries and if students are looking to forge careers in digital technology, broadcasting, publication, marketing or social media/public relations (to name but a few), this could be the perfect option!

	It makes me look at social media in a completely different light
	Television  and Promoting the Media
	Music  and News
	Creating Media
	assessment
	Paper 1  Television and Promoting Media
	Paper 2 Music and News
	NEA Creating Media

	Where could this subject take you?

	EDUQAS C660QS


	Music
	Key employability skills
	What will i learn?
	Musical Forms and Devices
	Music for Ensemble
	Film Music
	Popular Music
	assessment


	To Study Music, we must learn the rules.  To create music, we must break them
	NCFE V Cert Level 1/2 Award


	Music Technology
	I really enjoy learning how to use the recording studio and how to create music using Logic Pro
	What will i learn?
	Music Technology and Business
	Using a Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)
	Musical Elements, Style and Technology
	Sound Creation
	Multitrack Recording
	assessment

	Key employability skills
	Teamwork
	Leadership
	Problem Solving
	Planning
	Digital skills
	Where could this subject take you?
	Eduqas C656QS


	Photography
	This course involves taking photos, looking at photographers, recreating their work, developing ideas in a sketch book, working on location, several trips and having fun.
	assessment
	What will i learn?
	This course is structured by a series of projects that work towards the portfolio of evidence. Students will develop:
	The first unit will work on the formal elements composition, framing, camera control and an introduction to Photoshop skills.  Projects include Inspired By, Mixed Media Creations and Dreams and Nightmares. We will shoot on location, at a selection of National Trust Properties and London and have the opportunity for an international Visit in the Easter Holidays.

	A photograph is usually looked at – seldom looked into.
	Where could this subject take you?
	Key employability skills
	of 16-18 year olds say creative subjects impact positively on their mental health




	93%
	2.3 million
	jobs  in the creative industries
	AQA 8062

	religious studies
	Students are encouraged to think about the wider questions which relate to life and society today and will be assessed using two knowledge bases, religious beliefs and practices of both Islam and Christianity and ethical implications of some of the bigger questions and moral dilemmas in life. Students will have class debates on ethical dilemmas such as abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment to name a few!
	Belief, teachings and practises of Christianity and Islam
	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Paper 1 - Beliefs, teachings and practices
	Paper 2 - Philosophical and Ethical studies

	Course highlight

	I really enjoyed the activities given in class, with a range of debates, group work and individual tasks.
	Key employability skills
	AQA 8192


	Sociology
	It’s made me see the world around me, and my place within it, in a whole new way!
	1. The sociological approach 2. Social structures, social processes and social issues 3. Families 4. Education 5. Crime and deviance 6. Social stratification 7. Sociological research methods
	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Where could this subject take you?
	Writer
	Journalist
	Healthcare
	Market research
	Law enforcement
	Politics
	Social work
	Human resources

	Key employability skills
	Edexcel 1SP1


	spanish
	We should learn languages because language is the only thing worth knowing even poorly.
	Thematic contexts: • My personal world • Lifestyle and wellbeing • My neighbourhood • Media and technology • Studying and my future • Travel and tourism
	What will i learn?
	assessment
	Paper 1, Listening exam: 25% of GCSE  Foundation - 45 minutes Higher - 60 minutes
	Paper 2, Speaking exam: 25% of GCSE Foundation - 7-9 minutes Higher - 10-12 minutes
	Paper 3, Reading exam: 25% of GCSE  Foundation - 45 minutes Higher - 60 minutes
	Paper 4, Writing exam: 25% of GCSE  Foundation - 75 minutes Higher - 80 minutes
	countries list Spanish as their official language
	people in the world are estimated to speak Spanish

	600 million


	2nd
	most spoken language in the world behind Mandarin
	This is a fast-paced course that requires students to engage in significant independent learning and homework to meet the criteria for success. To prepare, students are expected to familiarise themselves with all the basic Spanish vocabulary and phrases before the course begins in September. As the course assumes a KS3 knowledge of Spanish, a strong commitment to studying and a readiness to practice and memorise key content required by the specification will be essential for success.

	OCR Cam Nat J829 Level 1/2 Award

	sports studies
	Sport Studies takes a more sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing some core sport/ physical education themes. Students have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about diﬀerent types of sport and physical activity, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance.
	What will i learn?
	Contemporary issues in sport
	Performance and leadership in sports activities
	Sports and the media

	assessment
	Contemporary issues in sport
	Performance and leadership in sports activities
	Sport and the media
	Increasing awareness of Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
	The number of theory and practical lessons covered each week will depend on the unit. This may range from three theory lessons through to three practical sessions or a mixture of both.


	Key employability skills
	The only one who can tell you, you can’t win is you and you don’t have to listen


