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Year 11 Key People

Mrs Forster : Head of Year

Miss  Smith:Head of KS4

Mr Swinburne : Pastoral Assistant

Mr Boon: Senior Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour and Attitudes)

Mrs McGillivray & Mrs Sparks : Academic Mentors – KS4 
Intervention

Mrs Vincent Academic Mentor – EAL



Year 11 Tutor Team

O - Mr Longworth

A - Miss Batten

K - Mr Mellor

G - Miss Rosser

R - Miss Beagley

V - Miss Harrison

E - Miss Halton

S - Mr Booth and Miss Swift

C - Mrs Misso

H - Mrs Gandhi



Points of Contact
On occasion, the person you initially contact may pass your query or 

concern onto a more appropriate member of staff. They will 

communicate this to you within 48 hours so that you are aware of 

who is dealing with the issue. 

If your issue or concern remains unresolved, these matters can be 

escalate in the following manner:

Subject concerns 

Subject teacher – Subject Team Leader – Senior Leadership Team 

Pastoral concerns 

Form tutor – Head of Year – Head of KS4 – Senior Leadership Team 



Points of Contact
Area of concern/Issue Initial Contact

Specific subjects (including 

homework)

Subject Teacher (email is preferred)

Personal relationships (including 

bullying) and personal belongings

Form Tutor

General academic progress 

concerns

Form Tutor in the first instance

Absence School absence line or email

Sanctions The teacher who issued the sanction

Behaviour Form Tutor



High Expectations

At Oakgrove School we have high expectation of all our 
students, and our students consistently achieve above or 
inline with national expectations.

For student to succeed it is important that we all work 
together as they will need support from school and home.



Key Dates 2025/202 6
Term 1

18th September - Information Evening 6.30pm - 7.15pm

29th September - Y11 DTP and men ACWY immunisations

6th/17th October - Flu vaccinations

22nd October - Lost property 3pm (main cainteen)

27th October - Half term holidays

3rd November - Return back to school

11th November - Y11 GCSE Drama performances

25th November - 6th Form Open Evening

26th November- Pre-loved uniform sale 2.30-3.30pm

28th November - Staff training day

3rd December  - Christmas Concert

4th December- Y11 online Parents’ Evening

8th - 15th December - Y11 Mock Exam weeks

12th December - Christmas Cabaret

19th December - School closes at 1pm



Key Dates 2025/202 6

Term 2

5th January - Return back to school 

21st January- Drama theatre trip

30th January- Interim reports with mock results

11th February - Lost property collection 3pm (main canteen)

16th February - Half term

23rd February - Return back to school 

25th/26th February - Annual musical production

11th March - Y11 exams information event for parents

18th March - Pre-loved uniform sale 2.30-3.30pm

27th March - Y11 Rome trip

27th March - School closes at 1pm



Key Dates 2025/2026

Term 3

13th April - Return back to school

4th May - School closed for bank holiday

7th May - Summer Exam season starts (prov)

25th  May - Half term holiday

1st June - Return back to school

18th June - GCSE Summer exams ends (prov)



Mock Exams
• Wave exams in October & February & April
• Mock Exams are in December
• Aim is to replicate the actual exams as far as 

possible (full length exams, exam venue used, 
lots of exams in a short space of time)

• Outcomes - big impact on predicted grades 
which may impact on offers given for post 16

• Key in deciding tier of entry in subjects where 
this applies



Attendance

• 100% is the school’s expected attendance figure

• 5 minutes late every day equates to almost 10 school 

days

lost over a year

• 15 minutes late every day historically means almost

two grades dropped on average

• Avoid holidays in term time - controlled assessments 

happen throughout  Y11 in a number of subjects

• Holidays will be marked unauthorised







Exams and Controlled Assessment

• Exam dates are externally set

• Finalised timetables to be with students by Easter

• If a student is ill, the only way we can apply to the exam board for special 

consideration is with a doctors note, we recommend as far as possible 

students still attend your exam

• Equipment - all students need a full set of equipment including calculator

• Punctuality - students need to arrive 15 mins before each exam for a 

briefing



GCSE Grading Structure
Grading 

Structure

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

U

• A ‘Good Pass’ is classified as a 5 and 

above

A ‘Standard Pass’ is classified as 

a 4

• Current Oakgrove Sixth Form 

requirements are seven grade 4s 

or higher including English and 

Maths - will be confirmed in 

December



Academic Mentoring

Year 11’s have access to the Academic 
Mentoring team, Mrs McGillivray, Mrs 
Sparks and Mrs Vincent.

They help with:

• Study Skills

• Exam Stress

• Time Management and Getting 
Organised

• Any other struggles with school!



Supporting Your Child

• Take an interest in what they are doing

• Digital Dead-zone and a quiet space to work

• Not everyone revises in the same way

• Speak to class teachers for support and guidance

• Check planners for homework and encourage swift 
completion



Supporting Your Child

–Consistent messages between home and school

–Working together in partnership to enable success

–Providing them with the ‘tools’ to succeed

–Support them the trial and develop Revision techniques



How to Support Revision
• Little and often – never too early to start.

• Be organised – Files, timetable, plan.

• Make topic summaries.

• Keyword flashcards

• Mix things up.

• Useful websites include GCSE Bitesize, GCSE pod and 

Seneca (all offer material for subjects studied).

• Turn off / time limit social media.

• Look at exam board website to find past papers



Useful Links/Resources

https://www.drfrost.org/index.
php (Maths)

mathsgenie.com (Maths)

corbettmaths.com (Maths)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
examspecs/zjgx47h (RS)

https://www.physicsandmathstu
tor.com/chemistry-
revision/gcse-aqa/ (Chemistry)

https://www.physicsandmathstu
tor.com/biology-revision/gcse-
aqa/ (Biology)

https://www.physicsandmathstu
tor.com/physics-revision/gcse-
aqa/ (Physics)

https://amzn.eu/d/ct8CS7V
(Child Development)

https://www.youtube.com/@hist
orypod (History)
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Useful Links/Resources

https://activehub.pearson.com/
(French and Spanish)

https://adacomputerscience.org
/ (Computer Science)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
examspecs/zprwdmn
(Vocational ICT)

www.teachinggadget.com
(Music)

ht tps:/ /www.aqaenglishrevision.
com/ (English)

https:/ /members.gcsepod.com/l
ogin/ (all subjects)

ht tps:/ /senecalearning.com/en-
GB/ (all subjects)
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Extended Learning

Homework is not an optional extra, it consolidates and 
extends learning in the classroom.

All homework must be completed by the deadline.

Don’t ban extra curricular activities; this is too important to 

help your child manage stress, but also develops character.



Study Leave

• We will aim to keep students in school for as long as we 

feel we can offer a timetable

• When exam timetables are confirmed we will announce 

study leave

• A shadow timetable will be in place during study leave for 

those students who wish to work at school or to talk to 

staff



Careers Support

● Guidance meeting

○ All students will meet with a careers advisor this term to 
discuss future plans

○ Small groups initially but students can request an 
individual appointment at a later date

● Speed Interviewing

○ All students will meet with a variety of volunteers to talk 
about their work

● Careers in PSHE lessons

○ Sessions to support students within school



Careers Support

● MK College bus

○ In school in January 

○ Opportunity for students to talk to college staff

● Careers email 

○ careers@oakgrove.school

○ Students or parents can email at any time

mailto:careers@oakgrove.school
mailto:careers@oakgrove.school


Post Year 11 Plans

● Students need to start considering their post-16 options 

(Sixth Form, College or an Apprenticeship)

● Lots of options and a variety of courses to suit all students 

○ attend open evenings to find out more

○ meet deadlines and complete applications on time

● Students should have a back up plan in place

● Use www.unifrog.org (and your guidance meeting)to 

explore options (students will be shown this next week in PSHE)

● Speak openly about your next steps and ask for support

http://www.unifrog.org


Oakgrove Sixth Form

Sixth Form Open Evening: 24th November

Subjects, blocking patterns and entrance criteria will be 
published by half-term on the school website. 

Choosing subjects

For most students, we recommend choosing the subjects 
that you are best at and enjoy most. 80% of graduate jobs 
don’t specify what your degree should be; they just want a 
good degree from a good university.



OAKGROVE SCHOOL
CORE SUBJECTS



GCSE English Language (AQA)

•Students complete two exam papers, both of which they studied in Year 10.

• PAPER 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (Fiction) 

• 1 hour 45 minutes

• 50% of GCSE

• PAPER 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (Non-Fiction)

• 1 hour 45 minutes

• 50% of GCSE



GCSE English Literature (AQA)

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel

• Shakespeare play
• The 19th-century novel

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

• Modern prose or drama text
• The poetry anthology
• Unseen poetry



GCSE Maths (OCR)

• Two tiers of entry - Higher or Foundation
• Past papers will be made available near mock and 

final exams.
• Tuesday after school drop in support.
• There are lots of online resources available which 

teachers will make sure that students are aware of, 
for example:
https://corbettmaths.com and 
http://www.drfrost.org/

https://corbettmaths.com
http://www.drfrost.org/


GCSE Combined Science Synergy (AQA)
This course will give students two GCSEs. All students will cover the following topics across Year 10 and Year 11:

This qualification is linear and students will sit 4 exams at the end of year 11.
Each exam is 100 marks and worth 25% of the GCSEs. Exams are 1 hour 45 minutes each.
Throughout years 10 and 11, students will have end of topic tests and it is essential that students have 
a calculator in all lessons.

Biology

Year 10

1. Cells in animals and plants

2. Systems in the human body

3. Plants and photosynthesis

4. Ecosystems and 
biodiversity

5. Inheritance

Year 11

6. Lifestyle and health

7. Preventing, treating and 
curing

8. Variation and evolution

Chemistry

Year 10

1. Atomic structure

2. The Earth’s 
atmosphere

3. The periodic table

4. Chemical quantities

5. Structure and bonding

6. Acids and Alkalis

Year 11

7. Rates of reaction

8. Atoms into ions

9. Carbon chemistry

10. Resources part 1

Physics

Year 10

1. Energy

2. Electricity

3. Particle model

4. Atomic structure

Year 11

5. Forces

6. Waves

7. Magnetism

8. Space



This course will give students two GCSEs. All students will cover the following topics across Year 10 and Year 
11:

This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all six of their exams at the end of year 11.

Biology Paper 1: Units 1-4 and Biology Paper 2: Units 5-7 • Chemistry paper 1: Units 1-5 and Chemistry Paper 2: Units 
6-10 • Physics paper 1: Units 1-4 and Physics Paper 2: Units 5-7

Throughout years 10 and 11, students will have end of topic tests and it is essential that students have a calculator in 
all lessons.

Biology

Year 10

1. Cell biology

2. Organisation

3. Infection and 
response

4. Bioenergetics

Year 11

5. Homeostasis and 
response

6. Inheritance and evolution

7. Ecology

Chemistry

Year 10

1. Atomic structure and the periodic tables

2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter

3. Quantitative chemistry

4. Chemical changes

5. Energy changes

Year 11

6. The rate and extent of chemical change

7. Organic chemistry

8. Chemical analysis

9. Chemistry of the atmosphere

10. Using resources

Physics

Year 10

1. Energy

2. Electricity
3. Particle model
4. Atomic structure

Year 11

5. Forces

6. Waves
7. Magnetism
8. Space

GCSE Combined Science Trilogy (AQA)



At the end of year 11, triple science students will be awarded with three GCSEs.All students will cover the following topics 
across Year 10 and Year 11 (in more depth than those taking Trilogy):

These qualifications are linear which means that students will sit all six of their exams at the end of year 11.

Biology Paper 1: Units 1-4 and Biology Paper 2: Units 5-7 • Chemistry paper 1: Units 1-5 and Chemistry Paper 2: Units 6-10 • 

Physics paper 1: Units 1-4 and Physics Paper 2: Units 5-8

Throughout years 10 and 11, students will have end of topic tests and it is essential that students have a calculator in all lessons.

Biology

Year 10

1. Cell biology

2. Organisation

3. Infection and response

4. Bioenergetics
Year 11

5. Homeostasis and response

6. Inheritance and evolution

7. Ecology

Chemistry

Year 10

1. Atomic structure and the periodic table

2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

3. Quantitative chemistry

4. Chemical changes

5. Energy changesYear 11

6. The rate and extent of chemical change

7. Organic chemistry

8. Chemical analysis

9. Chemistry of the atmosphere

10. Using resources

Physics

Year 10

1. Forces

2. Energy

3. Waves

4. Electricity
Year 11

5. Magnetism

6. Particle model

7. Atomic structure

8. Space

GCSE Science Triple (AQA)



Final Points 

• If you have any queries or concerns then contact tutors in the first 

instance followed by subject teachers and then Mrs Forster

• Make every lesson count 

• Be organised and prepare in advance

• Continue to support students with revision and  encouragement to 

try their best





OAKGROVE SCHOOL
OPTION SUBJECTS



GCSE Geography (Edexcel B)
There are three exam papers for GCSE Geography

Paper 1:
Component 1: Global Geographical Issues (*Paper 1 code: 1GB0/01)
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes
37.5% of the qualification
94 marks
Content overview
● Topic 1: Hazardous Earth
● Topic 2: Development dynamics
● Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world

Paper 2:
Component 2: UK Geographical Issues (*Paper 2 code: 1GB0/02)
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes
37.5% of the qualification
94 marks
Content overview
● Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical landscape – Coastal change & River processes and pressures.
● Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape – including a Case Study - Dynamic UK cities.
● Topic 6: Geographical investigations – physical fieldwork investigation and human fieldwork investigation linked to Topics 4 and

Paper 3:
Component 3: People and Environment Issues – Making Geographical Decisions (*Paper 3 code: 1GB0/03)
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes
25% of the qualification
64 marks
Content overview
● Topic 7: People and the biosphere
● Topic 8: Forests under threat
● Topic 9: Consuming energy resources



GCSE History (Edexcel)
History consists of three externally examined papers:

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment (1H10 / 10-12), 1 hour and 15 minutes,
30% of the qualification

Students will study:
● Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000 – present including an environmental study on

Whitechapel.

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study (1H10 / 20-29), 1 hour and 45 minutes,
40% of the qualification

Students will study:
● Early Elizabethan England 1558-88
● Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91

Paper 3: Modern depth Study (1H10 / 30-33), 1 hour and 20 minutes
30% of the qualification

Students will study:
● The USA, 1954-75; conflict at home and abroad.



Paper 1

• The sociology of families

• The sociology of education

• Relevant areas of social 
theory and research methods

Written Exam -

1 hour 45 mins:

100 marks = 50%

Paper 2

• The sociology of crime and deviance

• The sociology of social stratification

• Relevant areas of social theory 
and research methods

W2

1 hour 45 mins:

100 marks = 50%

GCSE Sociology 



Subject content:

Students must take assessments in the following two components in the same 

series:

Component 1: the study of religions:

Beliefs, teachings and practices of 
the following religions:

• Christianity

• Islam

Component 2: Thematic studies:

What’s assessed? Four Religious, Philosophical 
and Ethical studies from the following:

Theme A: Relationships and families

Theme B: Religion and life

Theme C: The existence of God and 

revelation 

Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict 

Theme E: Religion, crime and 

punishment

Theme F: Religion, human rights and social 

justice

Religious Studies (AQA)



How is it assessed?

• Two written exams, 1 hour 45 minutes each

• 96 marks (plus 5 marks for SPaG)

Questions:

• The questions within each religion have a common structure of two five-
part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 marks plus one 12 mark question

• Each exam is marked out of 48

GCSE Religious Studies (AQA)



Child Development (Cambridge National)

There are three main compulsory topics within this course:

Health and well-being for child development - In this unit, students will learn about the
importance of both preconception health and creating conditions in which a child can
thrive, including the prevention and management of childhood illnesses and creating a
safe environment.
Creating a safe environment and understanding the nutritional needs of children

from birth to five years - In this unit, students will learn how to create a safe
environment for children from birth to five years in childcare settings. They will investigate
and choose equipment that is both suitable and safe for use and will learn about their
nutrition and dietary needs.
Understand the development of a child from one to five years - In this unit, students
will learn the expected developmental norms for children from one to five years. They will
use observation, research techniques and skills to investigate these development norms
and explore their findings. Students will also learn the importance of creating plans and
providing different play activities to support children in their development.



• 2 TIERS: Foundation (Grades between 1-5)
Higher (grades between 3-9 – students failing to meet a grade 3 will be 

awarded a U)

GCSE French (AQA)

4 PAPERS: Listening paper (25%) Speaking Paper (25%) Reading paper (25%) Writing 

paper (25%)

EXTRA: Revision guide and workbook (available for sale on amazon)

USEFUL WEBSITES:

Active Hub (to access the textbook at home)

Quizlet – to revise and consolidate vocabulary

GCSE pod (to access extra listening practice)

Languages online (to revise/consolidate key grammar points)

The Language Gym (vocabulary, grammar and translation)

Seneca - to revise and consolidate grammar and vocabulary



• 2 TIERS: Foundation (Grades between 1-5)

Higher (grades between 3-9 – students failing to meet a grade 3 will be 

awarded a U)

GCSE Spanish (Pearson)

4 PAPERS: Listening paper (25%) Speaking Paper (25%) Reading paper (25%) Writing 

paper (25%)

EXTRA: Revision guide and workbook (available for sale on amazon)

USEFUL WEBSITES:

Active Hub (to access the textbook at home)

Quizlet – to revise and consolidate vocabulary 

GCSE pod (to access extra listening practice)

Languages online (to revise/consolidate key grammar points)

The Language Gym (vocabulary, grammar and translation)

Seneca - to revise and consolidate grammar and vocabulary



Business GCSE
Theme 1: Introduction to Small Business
This looks at the skills and knowledge needed to start up a new business. It includes topics such as enterprise, business objectives, 
sources of finance for a start-up business, types of costs, marketing for a small business, etc. This is assessed through an external 
exam taken at the end of the course.

Theme 2: Building a Business
This unit looks at the challenges of developing a small firm into a medium sized company. This unit looks at the areas of marketing, 
finance, personnel, production and the external business environment. It will be assessed at the end of year 11 in the form of an 
external written exam paper. 

The course is taught using business case studies. To be successful students must be prepared to learn new vocabulary as it is 
introduced and to take an interest in current events. Students will also need to master simple business calculations such as those 
relating to profit, break even and cash flow.

Assessment
Paper 1: Examination (50% of the total marks). Students will take a written examination paper. The paper will consist of 
calculations, multiple–choice, short–answer and extended–writing questions 

Paper 2: Examination (50% of total marks). The questions will be a mixture of multiple-choice, data response, short-answer, 
extended-writing and scenario-based questions. For example, students might be given details of a business and asked a number of 
questions based on that business. 



Vocational ICT

Exam Board: WJEC

Grades available  Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 Distinction*, Level 
2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*

Unit 1: ICT in Society
Year 11, On-screen exam, 80 minutes , 40% of final grade

How IT can be used to fulfil the needs of organisations and individuals

How data and information is used and transferred

Legal, moral, ethical, cultural and environmental impacts of IT and the need for cybersecurity 

Unit 2: ICT in Context

Year 11, Controlled Assessment, 40 hours, 60% of final grade
Planning, creating, modifying and using databases

Planning, creating, modifying and using spreadsheets

Planning, creating and modifying an automated document

Planning, creating, manipulating and storing images



GCSE Economics (OCR)

Component 01 introduces students to the main economic agents, the basic economic problem and the role 

of markets, including the labour market and the importance of the financial sector. 

Component 02 focuses on the main economic objectives, such as economic growth, low unemployment, fair 

distribution of income and price stability, and other roles of government. Other aspects are the importance of 

international trade and the impact of globalisation.

Assessment This is an externally assessed qualification, with two exams of 90 minutes each at the end of 

the course. Each question paper will have 20 multiple choice questions and short case studies with related 

short and medium response questions as well the opportunity for extended writing (maximum of 6 marks).





NCFE Technical Award Music Technology
Content Area 1: Music Technology and Music Business

Learn about developments in Music Technology and various job roles and standard practices used within the music industry.

Content Area 2: Using a Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)

Learn to use Logic pro to record and manipulate music material. 

Content Area 3: Musical Elements, Style and Technology

Create musical material in various genres and techniques relating to each style.

Content Area 4: Sound Creation

Learn about how music and sound effects are created for film, tv and animation.

Content Area 5: Multitrack Recording 

Use recording equipment to create a multitrack recording using the recording studio.

How will I be assessed?

NEA Synoptic Project— 17 hours (lesson time) - 60% weighting.

● The NEA (non examined-assessment)  will assess your ability to draw together your knowledge, understanding and skills from across all ‘Content 

Areas’.

● Year 10 will consist of learning content and the NEA will take place in Year 11.

● A brief will be provided by the exam board that will require you to complete five tasks.

● Each task will be in line with how a similar project would be approached in a real music industry setting.

● Internally marked and externally moderated.

Exam—Written Assessment - 1 hour 30 minutes - 40% weighting

● Exam paper set by NCFE.

● A mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer and extended response questions 

● Questions based on information learnt across all ‘Content Areas’.

● Externally marked.



GCSE Music (Eduqas)

Content and Assessment 
Unit 1: Performing (30% ) - You will produce a performance of two or more existing pieces of music on your 
chosen instrument/voice, at least one of which will be an ensemble (group performance).  Your performances will 
last between 4-6 minutes in total.

Unit 2: Composing (30% ) - You will compose two pieces of music, one of which will be in response to a choice 
of briefs set by the exam board in Year 11.  There will be lots of flexibility in terms of the detail of your 
compositions which you will decide on with the support of your teacher. 

Unit 3: Appraising Exam - 1hr 15mins - (40% ) - You will learn about a variety of types of music including 
Film Music, Popular Music, music of the Western Classical Tradition, Musical Theatre and Jazz & Blues.  As well as 
listening to a wide range of pieces, you will study to set works which for students being examined in 2024 will be:
● Badinerie by J.S.Bach for Flute and String Orchestra with Harpsichord (Final movement, Orchestral Suite No.2 

in B minor, BWV 1067)
● Africa: Toto (released 1982)

In the exam, you will be asked questions relating to the two pieces above as well as unfamiliar pieces from any of 
the genres listed above.



GCSE Drama (Eduqas)
- Component 1. In this Component, students participate in the creation, development and performance 
of a piece of devised theatre using either the techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or a genre, in 
response to a stimulus. They will work in a small group but will receive an individual mark out of 15 for 
their performance. They will thoroughly record the process of devising in a portfolio which can be made up 
of a mixture of photographs, sketches, recorded evidence and written responses; this is marked out of 30. 
Finally, there is a formal, timed evaluation of their final performance which is worth 15 marks.
- Component 2. Here, students study and perform two key extracts from one scripted performance text 
chosen by the centre; this performance is marked out of 30. Some students may opt to choose a technical 
role, providing performance support in terms of sound or lighting or costume or set design, and are given 
expert advice and support, before making this decision. 
- Component 3. Section A of this component involves the practical exploration of a set text from the 
point of view of actor, director and designer. In Section B, students must visit the theatre and evaluate a 
chosen performance. Both these responses take the form of a written exam and together, are marked out 
of 60. 

Component 1 is the Coursework for GCSE Drama and is worth 40% of the final grade.
Component 2 is the practical exam, worth 20% of the final grade; this is performance based, either as 
an actor or designer. 
Component 3 is the written exam, worth 40% of the final grade; the exam lasts for 1 hour and 30 
minutes where students answer questions on their set text and complete a Live Theatre Evaluation.



GCSE Film Studies (OCR)
Students will take three components: Key Developments in US Film, Global Film and Film Production

Key Developments in US Film and Global Film are assessed by means of two external exams – both paper one and two 
are ninety minutes in length. Both exams require students to have studied a variety of compulsory set films (covered in 
class over the duration of the course). These films include British productions, non-English language productions, 
Hollywood produced films and independently produced films. The questions test the students’ knowledge and 
understanding of key concepts such as representation, narrative, aesthetics and contexts. The exam also tests the 
students’ ability to comment on the use of microelements in film form, genre and generic conventions and key 
developments in the history of film technology.

Film Production is a non-exam assessed unit (i.e. coursework). Students will have the opportunity to demonstrate 
knowledge, understanding and skills in the exploration and analysis of film through either a five minute screenplay or a 
two minute production for a key sequence from a new genre based film. Students will also be required to produce an 
evaluative analysis of their own work in relation to other professionally produced work.





Dance
Course Components and Assessment

The AQA GCSE Dance course is assessed through two components:

● Component 1: Performance and Choreography (60%)

○ This is the practical part of the course and is internally marked and externally moderated. It's broken down into two sections:

■ Performance (30%): Students perform a solo dance that includes two set phrases provided by AQA, and a duet or trio 

performance lasting at least three minutes.

■ Choreography (30%): Students create a solo or group dance for 2-5 dancers based on a set stimulus. They must also 

produce a programme note that explains their choreographic intent. Students don't have to perform in their own 

choreographed piece.

● Component 2: Dance Appreciation (40%)

○ This is a 1 hour and 30-minute written exam. It tests a student's knowledge and understanding of dance. The exam is 

divided into three sections:

■ Section A: Focuses on choreographic processes and performance skills, often with questions based on a hypothetical 

scenario.

■ Section B: Requires students to critically analyze and evaluate their own performance and choreography work.

■ Section C: A core part of the course, this section requires students to analyze and critically appreciate six professional 

dance works from the GCSE Dance Anthology. This anthology is a key resource throughout the course, and students 

will need to be familiar with the works, their choreographers, and the production features.



Food Preparation & Nutrition (Eduqas)
Subject Content – What is covered? 
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:
1. Food, nutrition and health – Macro Nutrients, Micro Nutrients, Nutritional Needs and Health.
2. Food science – Cooking of food, Heat Transfer and the Functional and Chemical Properties of Food.
3. Food safety – Food Spoilage, Contamination and the Principles of Food Safety.
4. Food choice – Factors affecting Food Choice, British and International Cuisines, Sensory Evaluation, Food Labelling and 
Marketing
5. Food provenance – Environmental Impact and Sustainability of Food, Food Processing and Production.

Assessment 
EXAM: Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition (50%)    Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
The paper will be made up of 20 multiple choice questions worth 20 Marks and 5 questions each with a number of sub 
questions worth 80 marks.
NON- EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA): Task 1: Food investigation (15%) Written Report
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients.  Students will submit a 
written report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic evidence of the practical investigation.

NON- EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA): Task 2: Food preparation assessment (35%) Written Portfolio
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and 
application of nutrition related to the chosen task.
Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three hours, 
planning in advance how this will be achieved.
Students will submit a written portfolio (15 A4 pages) including photographic evidence. 



• Unit1: Folder work and Inspired by Sketch Book - Submitted in Year 10

• Unit 2: Final Major Project inspired by Dreams and Nightmares will account for 
the majority of Students GCSE Grade

This was started in May 2025 and will continue until Easter 2026

• Four learning objectives which are equally weighed:

• A01: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding 
of sources

• A02:Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media materials, techniques and processes

• A03: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses

• A04: Present a personal and meaningful response that realizes intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual language

• Extra sessions are available in C04 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays until 4pm

Photography - Art and Design (Eduqas)



Art, Craft & Design (Eduqas)
Each student is required to work in at least two of the areas listed below. They may explore overlapping and combinations of areas.

Fine art 
Drawing, painting, sculpture, land art, installations, printmaking, film, or mixed media.

Three-Dimensional Design
Ceramics, sculpture, theatre, television, film, exhibition, interior, product or environmental design.

Graphic Design
Computer aided design, illustrating, advertising, packaging, digital imaging, film and /or exhibition design, interior, product or environmental 
design.

Textiles  
Art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design, constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern, digital textiles or 
installed textile design.

Students will produce work in four main assessment areas:
A01        Contextual studies
A02        Refining and selecting ideas
A03        Recording ideas and Observations
A04        Presenting a personal and informed response

The Scheme of Assessment is made up of two components

•     Coursework – Two units of coursework, worth 60% of the final marks.

•    The Controlled Test - lasting 10 hours, worth 40% of the final marks.



NCFE Technical Award in Creative 
Design and Production (DT)

Aims

To develop the ability to express and communicate ideas and feelings using ‘new’ visual language.

To develop skills in a range of different art tools and techniques.

To develop confidence and ability to plan, investigate, develop ideas and realise intentions with increasing 

independence.

To celebrate talents and ability within Creative Design

This title is defined as the design, prototyping and modelling or making of primarily functional and aesthetic consumer 

products, objects, and environments. Students undertaking the three-dimensional design title are required to 

demonstrate the knowledge, skills and understanding.

Areas of study include: • Architectural design • Interior design • Product design • Exhibition design • 

Environmental/landscape design • Sculpture • Design for theatre, film and television • Jewellery and body adornment • 

Ceramics. Work is not limited to one area of study. 
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