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Rationale 
Oakgrove School has always been a phone-free school but the DfE have released new 
guidance stipulating that ‘all schools should be phone-free by default’, to: 
 

● Maintain a calm, focused learning environment 
● Reduce distraction and disruption 
● Support pupil wellbeing and positive behaviour 
● Ensure safeguarding and privacy for all members of the school community 

 
We have introduced a mobile phone policy to demonstrate our commitment to this, but also 
to make it explicitly clear what is acceptable and what happens in circumstances where it 
is not adhered to. 
 
We understand that some pupils (and their parents) would like pupils to have their mobile 
phones with them whilst travelling to and from school. We understand and support this, as 
pupil safety is our number one priority and therefore this policy doesn’t ban phones from 
being on the school site. 
 
Scope 
This policy applies to all pupils on the school site, including: 

● During lesson time 
● Break and lunch times 
● Movement between lessons 
● Assemblies, clubs, detentions, and school-organised activities (trips during school 

hours) 
 
Expectations 

● Mobile phones may be brought to school but must be switched off (not on silent or 
aeroplane mode) 

● Phones must remain out of sight from arrival until departure from the school site 
● Phones must not be used, seen, heard, or accessed at any point during the school 

day 
● Smartwatches capable of messaging, calling, or internet access are treated as 

mobile phones under this policy 
● Wireless headphones must also remain out of sight, and wired headphones must 

only be used in conjunction with appropriate school technology and only visible 
during lessons where they are required 

 
Responsibility 

● Pupils are responsible for ensuring their phone is switched off and stored correctly 
● The school accepts no responsibility for loss, damage, or theft of mobile phones 

brought onto the premises 
 
Sanctions for Non-Compliance 
Failure to follow this policy will result in the following consequences: 

● Phone confiscated for the remainder of the school day 
● Incident recorded on the behaviour system using the P code 
● A lunchtime detention is issued on the same day or the following day 
● Failure to attend the detention will result in an after-school detention 



OAKGROVE SCHOOL 
Mobile Phone Policy 

Page 4 of 4 
Oakgrove School is part of Kingsbridge Educational Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in 
England and Wales with company number 09144847. The registered office is at Oakgrove School, Venturer Gate, 
Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9JQ 

 
 

● The pupil can collect the phone at the end of the school day from reception 
 
Persistent Offences may lead to use of the following extra consequences: 

● Escalating sanctions in line with the school’s behaviour policy 
● Requirement to hand mobile phone in on arrival to school for a fixed period 

 
Refusal to Comply 
Refusal to hand over a phone when requested will be treated as defiance and dealt with 
via the school’s Behaviour Management Policy. 
 
Sixth Form Pupils 
Sixth Form pupils are allowed to use their devices on the school site but are expected to 
act as role models and support the wider school’s stance. As such, they will be allowed to 
use a mobile device in: 

● Their classroom, at their teacher’s discretion 
● Designated Sixth Form areas: 

○ Common Room & the area directly outside this 
○ The Supervised Study Centre 
○ The Study Hub 

 
Sixth Form students MUST:  

● Set an example to the rest of the school by not using their phones around the school 
– this includes NOT using them for playing music 

● Keep their mobile phones in pockets/bags so they are not seen or used around 
school 

● Turn phones off/on silent – this is so as not to disturb others and to set that example 
to the lower school students 

● NOT wear headphones when walking around the school  
 
Any breach of these rules will result in confiscation, and the above consequences will be 
applied.  
 
Exceptions 
Reasonable adjustments will be made for a small number of pupils who may require the 
use of a mobile phone/app during the day, for example, for a long-term medical reason. 
Where evidence has been provided to support this, individual arrangements will be made 
through the Head of Year or the school medical coordinator. No pupil will be permitted to 
openly use mobile phones in classrooms, corridors, or social times.  
 
Communication with Home 
Oakgrove School recognises that, very occasionally, a parent may need to contact their 
child during the day. This can be done through our main reception either via email 
oakgrove@oakgrove.school or by contacting 01908 545300, where we will endeavour to 
pass on your message.  
 
Oakgrove School Staff 
It is expected that all school staff act as role models and do not use their phones during 
the day in areas where pupils may be present.  
 
Review 
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains effective and aligned with 
safeguarding and behaviour expectations. 
 

https://www.oakgrove.school/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Behaviour-Management-policy-June-2025.pdf

